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| appointment. The office was origin

Speech of Mr. Benton,
In vindication of the President for having proposed
the creation of Lie office of Licwlenant General.
Is vux U, 3. SexaTe, Jax. 25, 1847.

Mr. BENTON asked the indu of the Senate
to make an exposition of the circumstances under
which the President had proposed the appointment of
a lieutenant general to command the army in Mexico,
and with which sppointment bis name had become
connected. It had been iutimated, he said, on the
floor of the Senate—hypothetically, to be sure, but
not the less intelligibly and forcibly on that account—
that there might be an ulterior and covert design in
the proposition—uothing less than a design on the
part of the President to appoint his successor. The
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Baneen,] in his
speech on the licutenant general bill bad induiged in
that hypothesis; and as no supposition ceuld be more
unfounded, or more injurious to the President or to
the public service, or could descend from a higher
svurce ; and as he (Mr. Bextox) happened to be in
possession of all the facts necessary to the vindication
of the President, he desired to make an exposition
which would show the supposition to be unfuanded,
aud would save the President's character and the pub-
lic service from the injury they would suffer if the
intimation was allowed to go out uncontradicted from
the floor of the Senate. %e asked leave, fur as the
bi!l for the lieatenant general was laid upon the table,
and as be would not have it taken up, (and would not
speak to it ifl it was,) and as he did not choose 10
commit the irregularity of hanging a speech on some
irrelevant bill, he mast throw himself upon the indul-
gence of the Senate for leave to make the exposition
of facts which the case required, and which the inti-
motions of the Senator from North Carolina rendered
necessary. Leave was given, and Mr. Benton pro-
ceeded: [ feel myself called upon by the remarks of
the Sepator from North Carolina [Mr. Badger] to
vindicate the President from the unconstitutional and
dangerous design which the hypothetical observations
of that Senator would attribute to him ; and shall do
%0 in the simplest form of narrative, repeating to the |
Senate all that has taken plgce between the President |
and myself in relation to this appointment, and there- l
by enabling the Senate and the people to judge of the |
justice of the accusation. - It was at the beginning of |
the month of September last, and in the moment that
I was about setting out to the west, that the President |
sent for me, and Informed me that he had done so
for the purpose of offering me a high appointment.—
He named it. It was the mission to France, then
becoming vacant by the return of the gentleman (Mr.
King of Alabama,) so long an ornament to this cham-
ber. I declined the appointment, and for reasons
which had induced me to decline high appointments
from Presidents Jackson and Van Buren. Mr. Polk
was kind enough to ask me to take time to consider;
but I answered him that there was no need for time,
that the answer would still be the same, after any
length of consideration ; and so, with thanks for the
honor he bad done me, the appointment to the French
mission was definitively declined. This was the be-
giuning of September last, so that, at that time, it is
certain that the President could have had no such de- |
sign as has been atiributed to him by the Senator |
from North Carolina—no design to make me his suc-
cessor by virtue of military feats to be performed on
the low lands or the table land of the republic of
Mexico. On the contrary, a fertile imagination—such
as the Senator from North Carclina so happily pos-
sesses—might have seen, or thought he saw, in l_h;s
proposed appointment, a sort of palitical deportation |
—something like an exiling and burying in a foreign |
court—for & purpose the very reverse of what the
Senator from North Carolina has supposed. Isay an
inventive imagination might have seen, or thought it
saw, all this, Possessing nosuch imagination, [ saw
no such thing. And taking the offer in the sense in
whicl it was made, as eminently honorable in itself,
and a signal evidence of the President’s confidence in
me, and good will for me, I made him my thanks for
it privately, as [ now do publicly ; and the affair was
dropped. This, I repeat, was at the beginning of
Septewber last—only three months before the meeting
of Congress ; so that, at that time, it is quite clear
the President had no such momentous and fearful de-
sign as the Senator from North Carolina has attributed
to him. Up to that time—up to the first day of Sep-
tember, in the vear 1346—the republic was safe.— |
Immediately afier refusing the mission to France 1
went off to the west, was gone until the month of
November, and had no comwmunication of any kind,
direct nor indirect, nor upon any subject whatever,
with President Polk. This makes all safe agnin for
two months more. | returned to this city in Novem-
ber, where my family was, and where Congress was
soon to meet. The day after my arrival I called upon
the President ; and here we epproach the dangerous
ground ! Fpr in that first interview, he actually ask-
ed me my Opinion about the future mode of conduct-
ing the Mexican war. For reasons not proper now
to be stated, but of the validity of which the country
will some day have an opportunity of judging; the
President saw fit to ask me my opinion upon the fu-
ture mode of couduc ing the war. This request did
not strike me as being anything strange or unreason-
able—either unbecoming 1n him to make, or for me to
comply with. In my Senatorial capacity I was his
constitutional advisc: on many great questions, those
of peace and war inclusive. In my political capacity
I was the supporter of his administration, and ready
to give him my opinion on any subject. Aschairman
of the Senate’s Committce on Military Affairs, and
accustomed, in that character, lo communicale oa
‘military subjects with all administrations for about a
quarier of a century last past, | saw nothing in the
nature of the request he had made to implicate either
of us. He asked me for my opinion as to the future
mode of conducting the war, I gave it to him, first
in speech, face to fuce, and afterwnrds in writing.
And here it is! [holding up a roll of paper,] for I
chose to retain the original for myself, while sending
a copy to him. Here it is! and at the proper time
the public shall see it, but not now; for I do ot be-
long to the school that makes publication of plans of
campaigns—even rejected plans—in time of war. The
President approved the plan; and it so happened that
the nature of the plan required a head to the army—
one head to the whole budy—tw unite and combine the
whole into one harmonious and consistent movement. |
It o happened, also, that enough was known of the
ideas of the two highest in rank of the officers of the
army to know that their plans were different; and it
is & maxim of fundamental observance in war that no
general is to be required to execute a plan which Le
disapproves. A new commander became indispen:a-
ble; and as any new major general would be subor-
dinate to all now in commission, the solation of the
difficulty lay in the creation of a new rank, superior
to that of major general, and inferior to the constitu-
tional commander-in-chief. The creation of the rank
of licutenant general, as had been done in the year

|

al, and belonged
to no person. The President had a night to nominate,
and the Senate to confirm whom they pleased. Per-
sonally, [ would take no concern in it. 1 only asked
the Presideat tp make known the name intended for
the place to the members of Congress, that all objec-
tions to the o , as well as the gffice, should be
open to full inquiry. | forbade my friends to say a
word on my account. [ would not say & word for
myself. 1 would not even obviate & prominent objec-
‘tion by reminding any one that, in 1812, 1 was the
‘military superior of every general now in the service,
and had a right 1o bave commanded the whele of them
if we had chanced to serve together. [ was then
|eolonel in the service of the United States, commis-
Ia'nmed by P'resident Madison, under a law of Congress,
and led & regiment of my own raising from Tennes-
see 10 tie lower Mississippi, under General Jackson,
to meet the British then expected at New Orleans, but
who did not come till 1514. [ was then of a rank,
and in a position, to have commanded, if we had
wet, every gencral now in service. Even in the reg-
ular army, in 1813, I was lieutenant colonel while
most of the present generals were company officers,
and only one of them of the rank of colonel. Yet I
scorned to mention these things, even to bosom friends,
while the measure was depending, and only do it now
for the purpose of rescuing the President from the
supposed breach of military decorum which the ap-
pointment of a citizen from civil life (myseif being
that citizen) to the command of the army. Finally,
and o conclude the vindication of the President in
this particular, I can say that Mr. Polk is not the first
President who proposed to give me the command o

the army against Mexico—that Gen. Jackson himself

try looked warlike ; and that then, as pow, 1 agreed
to take it. And here, Mr. President, having fulfilled
my task of vindicating the Chief Magistrate of the

son, and by means of this licutenant generalship, 1
might close my remarks: but s my name has been
coupled with this business, and as | have remained
silent, and even left my seat, while the measure was
depending, I must now take leave, with the kind in-

ulgence uf the Senate, to proceed a step further, and
to say a word on my own account ; and to show that
service, and not rank, was my inducement to agree o
the offer of the President ; and that there might have
been cases in which 1 would not have accepted the
uffice of licutenant general even if it had been crea-
ted. I have already said that I will not now show
what my own plan was; but I can say of it that it
was a plan which looked to a reswif, and promised an
issue, and that briefly; and that 1 would have had
nothing to do with any plan of any other kind !—no-
thing to do with any plan that contemplated a long
and moderate war, or a war of masterly inactivity, or
of retreat upon the Rio Grande, or of defending a
line, or of attack upon the idle and solitary castle of
San Juan of Ulloa—especiaily at the commencement
of the season for the black vomit. ln no one of these
cases would [ have been lieulenant general, or captain
general, or major general, or colonel general, or any
other sort of general that ever was heard of. I know
very well that the President had no idea of any one
these most amiable plans; but there is a way 1o give
him an idea of them, and even to force them upon
him ; and that would be, by the simple process of de-
nying him the means of doing anything else. I shall
not state my plan; but [ will say of it that, besides
intending 1 reswll, it proposed to carry on the war,
while there was a war, according to the usage of all
nations in the case of invasive war—the invaders to
be paid and subsisted by the invaded. Contributions
regwlarly levied—duties regularly collected—would
accomplish these ubjects, and leave

I can say, further, that my plan was not litnited to a
mere military view of the subject; that it compre-
hended a union of policy and of arms—the olive branch
1o go with tho sword ; ministers to treat, as well as
an army to fight. A diplomatic mission, nationally
constituted both in a geographical and in a political
sense was to attend the headquarters; and, while the
ministers stood ready to negotiate at every step, the
army was lo take an organization and an attitude to
give emphasis to negotiation. And this combination
of arms and of policy was not mere guess-work, the
the idle conception of fancy; but the result of a
knowledge of tle state of parties in Mexico—a peace
party, for honorable peace; a war party, for endless
war—as was so luminouely shown by the Senator
from New York [Mr. Dix] a few days ago. My plan
was adapted to both of these parties—honorable peace
for one; the sword fur the other. The military part
of the plan has fallen to the ground ; the diplomatic
part falls with it: and now it devulves upon those who
bave frustrated the plan of the President to present
him a better. ] counted much on the efficacy of the
diplomatic part of this plan; for great errors prevail
in Mexico with regard to our designs and feelings
towards them, and which nothing bot an authentic
mission could remove. The war party is incessant
i its calumnies sgainst us, artfully contrived to ope-
rate on every class of the people, and to render peace
impossible. It hasa falsehood for every class. To the
religious orders the war is represented as a war of
religion—the Protestant against the Catholic—and a
war of sacrilege—the spoliation of the churches. To
the Creole Spaniards and the Indians of mixed blood,
they present it as a war of races—the Anglo-Saxon
aguinst the Spanish-American—and the subjugation
the latter intended. To the unmixed Indian race,
(nearly one-half of the whole population, and the sole
resource of the army for its muk and file,) it is pre-
sented as a war of extinction, or of slavery—their
race to be extirpated, like so many tribes in our
North America ; or, 1o be carried into slavery to work
the fields of their masters, like the slaves brougit
from Africa.
ambition and of conquest, in which there is no peace
for Mexico but in the degradation of her citizens and
the loss of her independence.
proposed, would authentically contradict all these cal-
umnies, and show the deceived people of Mexico that
Just and honorable peace is all that we want; and
that, far from wishing her degradation, both policy
and interest unite in making us wish lo see her pros-
perous, heppy, and independent. She is a republic—
our neighbor——who did us the honor te copy our form
of government, and had a great commerce with us,
The injuries of which we complain were the work of
a few, while the great majority of the people have
done us no harm, are willing to do us justice, and
reciprocate the wish for that close connexion, political
and commercial, between the two republics which is
necessary to their own prosperity, to the stability of
the republican system in all the Spanish American
States, and to the complete independence of the New
' World from the Old. [ counted much on the efficacy
of the diplomatic part of the plan, and not less on the
military part, if the other failed. Of this I can say

proposed it in 1836, when our affairs with that coun-]

From the Union, Jan, 26,
Gen. Taylor's Leuer.

We deeply the publication, in the “New
York Express,” of the fullowing letter from Major
General Taylor to a friend, the authenticity of which
on its first appearance, we were disposed 0 duubt.
We eannot now, however, but congider it as genuine;
and uncontradicted rumor points to Major Geuneral
Gaines as the friend to whom it was addressed and
by whose permission it was published. In justice to
General Taylor, we will not suppose that this letter
was ever intended for publication, because its effect
‘will be to place Santa Anna in possession of infor-
| mation which cannot fail lo prove most injurious to us
and advantageous to the enemy. Santa Auna will
thus be encouraged by the high and authoritative source
from which it proceeds, to direct portions of the large
force collected at San Louis Potosi to other points
where it is clearly indicated by the letter that a blow
may be expected, and in this manner it may seriously
endanger the success of our arms. We make these
reinarks on the supposition that the letter truly pre-
seats the plan of the campaign, of which, however,
we are entirely ignorant. :

It is only ia view of the public mischiel resuiting
| we regret that this letter has ever been written or pub-
lished. We have no fears but that the administration,
| whose course towards General Taylor is knowa to the
world, will be able to show that thereis no just founda-
I}Ef}m__for the complainis made against them in this pub-
| édcalion.,

It has already been transferred to the columns of so
many respectable journals that we no longer feel at
liberty to withhold it from the readers of the Union.

From the New York Erpress, Jan. 22.
Letter from Major General Taylor.

We lay before our readess the following letter, which tells

—

a portion of their camp equipage necessary for comfort—and
in some instances amoog the volunteers, their personal bag-
gage, | moved i such 8 way, and with such limited means,
that had I not succeeded, | should no doubi bave been severe-
ly ieprimanded, if nothing wosse. 1 did so to sustain the
admisistration. . - >4 » a

Of the two regiments of mounted men from Tennessee and
Kentucky, who left their respective States to join me, in
June, 1he latter has just reached Camarge ; the foumer had
not got to Matamoras at the Jatest dates from thete. Admit-
ting that they will be as long in retuining as in gelling there
{te say nething of the lime necessary to reciuit their horses,)
and were 1o be discharged in time to reach their ho.nes, they
could serve in Mexico but a very short time, The fureguing
remarks are not made with the view of finding fault with any
one, but to poiot out the difficulties wilk which 1 have had
1o contend. -

Monterey, the capital of New Leon, is situated on the San
Juasn viver where it comes out of the mountaivs—ithe city
{which contains a population of about twelve lhousand) be-
mg in part surrounded by (hem—at the head of a Jasge snd
besutiful valley. The houses are of stone, in the Moorish ‘

style, with flat roofs, which, with their stiongly inclosed
yurds and gardens in high stone walls, all looped for musket-
ry, make each a fortress within itself. It is the most impor-
tant place in northern Mexico, {or on the east side of Sierra
Madre,) commanding the only pass or road for crriages from
this side, between it and the Gull of Mexico, to the table
lands of the Siersa, by or throogh which the ety of Mexico
can be reached.

I much fear 1 shall have exbausted your patience before
you get half through this long and uninteresting letter. 1f
s0, you can obly commit it to the flames, and think oo more
about it, as [ write in gieal bas<te, besides beiog interiupted
every five minntes ; so that you must make great allowances
for blots, interiineatwons, and blunders, ss well as waut of
connexion in many parts of the same,

Be so good as to present me most kindly to your excellent
lady, and sccept my sinceie wishes for pour continued bealth,
prosperity and fame. ]

I remain, truly and sincerely,
Your friend,

|

i

Z. TAYLOR.

Grear Inpiax Barrie.—A letter from = gentle-
man at Council Blofls, dated on the 17th of Decem-
ber, to his correspondent in St. Louis, states that, on

-W

Baxxmve.—We believe that every State in the
Union will ultimately awake to the evils of banking,
and will suppress it by constitutional provisions.
Two new States, lowa and Wisconsin, have led the
van of this reformation; and we doubt not that the
benefits which they will derive from this wisdom at
the commencement of their career in the confederacy,
will stimulate their older, as well as their younger
sisters, to follow their example, Massachusetts,

1

Asp-EL-KapEr.—The Arab Chieftain is thus spo-
ken of by an Eaglish writer:

** Many whoread romances about the days of the
Crusades, and whose hearte beat over the romance of
history—the parrative of horoes like William Tell,
who waged & holy war against the invaders of their
country—are unaware that as great a hero lives in
our day, and is conducting as holy end undying a
struggle. How few care to read of Abd-el-Kader:

flooded with corporations, and perhaps some other

‘States in a similar condition, may resist this salutary
/influence. But we may safely predict that in every
State whose corporations do not costrol political

action, both private and corporate banking will finally
fall. The constitutions of Jowa and Wisconsin de-
clare that no banks of issue shall be established within
those States. Each of these constitutions also de-
clares that the Legislature shall not authorize, by
general or special law, any institution with any bank-
ing privileges, or confer such privileges upon any
person or persons. It next prohibits any corporation,
institution, or person within the State, from issuing
paper money of any description; or any corporation
from receiving deposits of money, making discounts,
or buying or selling bills of exchange, or doing *“‘ any
other banking business whatever.” It then prohibits
within the State, any branch or ageney of any bank

of the United Swates, or of any State or Territory \

within or without the United States. It prohibits the
circulation within the State, of any paper money
issued without the State, under ten dollars after 1847,
and under twenty dollars afier 1349. Thus each of
these States prohibits, within its limits, all banking,
domestic or foreign, sull paper money of domestic
issue, all of foreign issue under a large denomination
after a certain period, and all vnder a larger denom-
ination afier a certain other period.

These wise provicions, strictly enforced, will ex-
empt each of these States from the commercial flucta.

yet you will venture to say that William Tell was no-
bler. The Emir Abd-el-Kader is the indomitable foe
of the French, who have conquered Algers, and colo-
nized, or attempted to colonize the neighborhood. He
is u« Mahomedan, and hates the Christinns. He is a
native, and hates the intruders. He is a prince, and
| hates the conquerors of his country., He cannot drive
them out, but be has done everything short of it. He
leaves them no peace or rest. They in fact own no
|land but what they stand on. Every head that is put
| out beyond the cordon is cut off. Every straggler from
|the camp disappears. The eettlers cannot till the
‘Iﬁelds, nor go on commercial errands ; for Abd-el-Ka-
|der comes down upon them whichever way they go.
| A company cannot pass from camp 10 camp without
|its numbers being thinved. If there 1s a burning son
| Abd-ei-Kader pounces upon the troops in their hour of
lassitude. I wintry weather comes up from the
mountains, Abd-el-Kader comes up with it as if he
| rode upon the blast. 1f snow blocks up the way, Abd-
el-Kader issues from the thickest trift. If there is 2
drought, he drives the foe far from the water brooks
| by harassing them, flank and rear. He is always on
the eve of being caught, but no man has ever caught
him yet, nor any Christian touched his white banner.
| His ln.bes are dispersed, lus stores taken, his supplies
cut off, his horses shot under him, his allies bound over
to deliver him up; but he has always yet escaped.
He is reportcd dead; but is presently seen and felt
\again. He has worn out and brought to disgrace

Union from the design, hypothetically imputed to
him, of wishing to appoint his successor, in my per-|

|its own story too well to need any comment. It is but just :
however lo ':u heroie writer, whose courage and judgment ! the previous day, a band of the Omahas were met by

are equalled only by bis houesty snd modesty, to stale that | a band of the Sioux, in the neighborhood of the
it was written to a vear filend and relative, now resident in | Bluffs; that a battle ensued between them, and that

ations which have been so injurious to the banking

. : . : | French ﬁuld-—l’uumhuls; and caused, destitute as he
States, will render gold and silver coin their only cir-

{himself is, an expenditure of men and money such

the United States |
free, or nearly free, from the expenses of the war.—|

And, to all, it is presented asa war of |

A mission, such as ||

1798, at the time of the expected war with France, |
was the solution of the difficulty, This rank appear- |
ed 1o be the natural and regular derivation from the |

nothing but that it was not framed in total ignorance
of Mexican character, Mexican country, and Mexican
resources. Forty years ago [ studied Humboldt, and

this clty, cundeared 0 him by very many years of personal |
intimacy, o whom he unbosoms all his purposes, opitious,
and feelings, wiithout the least reserve.

We bave more of this sort to communicate, and shall soon |

be able 1o show that, in his defence aguinst his own seciet
personal ecemies, as well as agaioust the armed enemies of
his countiy, the oid hero of the Rio Grande is ever “Rough |
| and Ready.”
HeapquarTtERs Army oF Occuration, or Ixvacon, |
Monterey, Mexico, Nov. 9, 1846, }

My pEaRr *****, Your very kind and acceptable letter of
the 31st of August, ******* jeached me only a shoit time
since. for which I beg leave to tender you my sincere thanks,
A few confidential remarks on certain public transactions
ate here omitted ]

After cousiderable apprient delay on the part of the Quar-
termaster's Department, in geiting steamboats into the Rio
| Giande adapled to its navigation, | succeeded towurds the
[ latter part of August, in thiowing forward to Camargo, (a |

town situated on the San Juan river, thiee miles (rom its
junction with the Rio Grande, on the west side, nearly 500
| miles from Brazos island by water, and 200 by land, and 140
from 1his place,) a eonsiderable depot of provision, oidnance,
ammunition, and forage, and then, having brought tlogether
an important portion of my command, I determined ou mov-
ing on this place. Accordingly, alter collecting 1,700 pack
mules, with their attendants and conductors, in the enemy’s
couniry, (the principal means for transportation for our pro-
visions, baggage, &c.) I left, on the 5th of Sept., to join my
advance, which bad preceded me a few days o Cerralvo, o
small village 75 miles on the route, which I did on the 9th,
and, alter waiting there a few days for some of the corps to
get up, moved on and reached here on the 19th, with 6,250
men—2,700 regalars, the balance volunteers. For what took
place alterwards, 1 must refer you to my several reports—
particularly to my detailed one of the 9th uit. 1 do not be-
lieve the authorities at Washinglon are at all satisfied with
| my conduct in regard to the terms of the capitulation entered
into with the Mexican commander, which you no doubt have
| seen, as they have been made public through the official or-
gan, and copied into various other newspapers., | have Lhis
moment received an answer a:u my despatch anncuncing the
surrender of Monteiey, and the circumslanees attending the
same) from the Seerctary of War, stating that “it was ge-
greticd by the President that it was not deemed advisable to
insist on the terms 1 had proposed in my first communication
| to the Mexican commander, in regard to giviog up the city™
adding that “the circumstances which dictated, no doubt jus.
| tified the chonge.” Alihough the tesms of eapitulation may
| be considered too liberal on our part by the President and his
advisers, as well as by many others at a distanee, particulatly
by those who do vot understand the position which we oc-
cupied, (otherwise they migh! come to a different conclusion
in regard to the matter,) yet, on due reflection, I see nothing
| to induce me to regret the course I pussued. The proposi-
tion on the part of General Ampudia—which had much to
do in determining my course in the matter—was based “n the
| ground that our government had proposed to his to seltle the
lexhtmg diffeulties by negotiation, (which I knew was the
| case, without koowing the result,) which was then under
| consideration by the proper authorities, and which he (Gen,
| Ampudia) bad no doubt would result favorably, as the whole
of his people were in favor of peace, 1fso, 1 considered the |
further efiusion of blood not ouly unnecessary, but improper.
| Their force was also considerably larger than curs ; and from
the size and position of the place, we could pot completely
invest it ; so that the greater portion of their troops—ifl not
| the whole—had they been disposed to do so, could any night
| have abaudoned the city, at once entered 1be mountain pass-
| es, and effected their retieat, do what we could! Had we |
been put to the alternative of taking the place by storm,
| (which there is no doubt we should have sucoeeded in doing)
we should, in all probability, have lost fifty or one hundied
| men in killed, besides the wounded, which 1 wished to avoid |
! as there appeared to be a prospect of peace, even if a distant
|one. Ialso wished to aveid the destruction of women aud
[ children, which must have been very great, had the storming
| process been resorted to.  Besides, they had a vesy large and
strong fortification a short distance from the city, which, if
carried with the bayonet, must have taken at great sacri- |
fice of life : and, with our limited traio of heavy or battering |
artillery, it would bave required twent'y or twenty-five days
to take it by regular approaches,
That they would bave suriendered a place nearly asstrong
as Quebec, well fortified noder the direction of skilful engin-
| eers—their works garnished with forty-two pieces of artille-
ry, abupdantly supplied with ammunition, garrisoned by
7,000 regular and 2,000 irregular truops, in addition to some
thousand citizens capable of (and no doubt actually) bearing
arms, and aiding in its defenee—1to an opposing force of baif |
their number, scanlily supplied with provisions, and with a
light train of aititlery—is among the uwoaccountable oecur-
reoces of the times,

1 am decidedly opposed lo carrying the war beyond Saltillo
in this direction, which place has been entirely abandoned by
the Mexican forces, all of whom bave been conceutrated at
San Luis Potosi; and I shall luse po time in taking possess-
{ ion of the former, as soon as the cessation of hostilities re-
ferred to expires—which | bave notified the Mexican asuthori-
ties will be the case on the 13th instaut, by direction of the |
President of the United States.

If we are (in the language of Mr. Polk and General Scolt)
under the necessity of “conquering a peace,” and that by
taking the capital of the eountry, we must go to Vera Cruz, |
take that place, and then march on the cily of Mexico. To
do 50 in any other direction, I consider out of the guestion
But, admitting that we conquer a peace by duing so—say, at
the end of the next twelve months—will the amount of |
blood and treasure, which must be expended in doing so, be |
compensated by the saume? I think not—especially if the
country we subdue is to be given up; and 1 imagine there
ave but few individuals in our countiy who think of annexing
Mexico to the United States,

I do not intend to carry on my operations (as previously
stated) beyond Saltillo,—~deeming it next 1o impracticable to
do so. It then becomes a queslion as to what is best to be
done. It seems to me, the most judicious course to be pursu- |
ed un our part, would be to take possession, at once, of the I
line we would accept by negotiation, extending from the Gulf |
of Mexico to the Pacifie, and occupy the same, or keep what
we already bave possession of; and that, with Tampico, |
(which I hope lo take in course of next mouth, or as soon as |
I can get the means of (ransportatian,) will give us all on
this side of the Sierra Madre, and, as soon as [ occupy Saltillo

| camap, discovered that they only had women and ehil-

the Sioux killed sixty of the Omahas before the con-
flict terminated.

The following particulars we find in a letter to the
St. Louis Republican:

[t was a cold-blooded butchery of women and
children, in the absence of all the warriors of the
village. On the night of the 12th and 13th, the letter
states, o war party of Yancton Sioux Indians defeated
and destroyed fourteen tribes of the Omaha tribe of
Indians, located at the time at Wood's Bluffs, situated
about sixty miles from this place—Belleview. The
men and warriors of the Omabas had left the camp
on a hunt; and the Sioux, scon after they reached the

dren 10 contend with. The slaughter was terrible—
soventy-three were killed, and nineteen mortally
wounded. Two men made their escape—one of them
named Jos. Lafleche, a trader in the employ of Mr,
Peter A, Sarpy, and at the time in charge of a stock
of goods.

“* [{e ran from the scene of blood barefooted, and ar-
rived at Belleview with both feet frozen. Mr. Sarpy
and Muj. Miller, the present agent, despatched a party
of men to ascertain the facts, and they confirmed, on
their return, the report of Lafleche. They also re-
ported that five of the Sioux Indians had been killed,
no doubt stabbed by the Omaha squaws. Going
twenty miles further than the ground of the massacre,
they ftund the place where the goods of the trader
had been divided among the robbers.

“It seems, ndds the letter, that fate is againet the
Omaha Indians. Four or five days before this event
took place, one lodge, camping at Cabanne's old trad-
ing house, was attacked by a war party of Ayonas,
commended by the well known ehief White Cloud,
and four of the men wounded, and one woman killed.”

More TrounLe ror Mexico.—A letter of the Tth
inst. from Havana, which we copied from the Wash-
ington Union, states, among other things, ** that Gua-
temala liad claimed the State of Tabasco, and in fact
up to the [sthmus of Darien, and was supporting her
claim with 4000 troops under Gen. Carrera.”

There is so much confusion in this statement, that
it is necessary to interpret it liberally, if we would |
avoid nonsense, mot to say absurdity. It is well!
known that the Republic of Guatemala lies belween |
the State of Tabasco and the Isthmus of Darien, hav-
ing the former, together with Yucatan and Honduras,
on the North, and the Isthmus of Darien on the South.
[nstead of the State of Tabasco, the State of Chiapas,
which borders Tabasco on the South, is probably in-
tended. Chiapas was formerly a part of Guoatemala,
but in 1825 ceceded, and joined the Mexican Repub-

lic. It is probably on the ground of its formerly be-
longing to Guatamala, that Gen. Carrera is now en-
deavoring to recover it. Las Casas, or Chiapas of |
the Spaniards, is it= capital. It has a sea-coast on |
the Pacific of about 100 miles. Whether Mexico will
undertake to defend it, remains to be seen. At all

culation, and protect their agricultural population,
and more especially the poor and ignorant of all por-
tions of the commanity, from the fravds of counter-
feiters and insolvent bankers. Counterfeit notes, and
the notes of insolvent banks, are always imposed upon
the agricultural population, and upon the poor, espe-
cially women. The commercial and mechanic popu-
lation, especially the formeér, are required, by their
business, to investigate that machinery now so compli-
cated, ‘“‘the money market;"” and hence they gen-
erally learn in time to protect themselves, the condi-

tion of banks, and also the distinguishing marks of |

genuine and spurious notes. Another and greal
benefit of these wise provisions, will be the protection
of the landholders from those fluctuations which never
fail, in the banking States, to load their estates with
mortgages. In Massachusetts, seven-eighths of all
the farms in the State are niortgaged to two or three
money corporations ; a fact which ought to excite at-
tention in every State, especially in Pennsylvania. —
Philadelphia Ledger.

DisTrEss 1x IrELanp.—A Liverpool correspondent,
by the last steamer says :—
~“] attended to-day a meeting of the members of
St. Jude's church, called to do something for Ireland.
Letters were read from different parts of that country,
giving heart-rending accounts of misery and want.
Hundreds live on one meal a day of cabbage and sea
weed. Many keep their beds contindally, hoping
thus to need less food to prolong life, and many who
have no beds, huddle together in a heap, to keep each
other warm. A letter was read from a laborer on the
public works, who stated that out of a number of
families employed at the same place, four persons had
actually died of starvation—provisions being so high
that in Jarge families the wages of those able to work
would not buy sufficient to keep all alive. He also
stated, that some were even denying their nearest
relations, in order, if possible, to get rid of sup-
porting them. Such accounts cause Lumanity to
shudder.”

The manager of the Mayo Bank has written to
Lord John Russell that Pat Hughes of Carrackerbly,
parish of Attymass, bad slaughtered and salted his
ass—the mainstay of his family—selling the skin for
Sd—to satisfy the cravings of present Lhunger. The
manager of the bank doubted the story, proceeded to
the cabin of Hughes, and there saw the withered man,
his wretched wife with the aspect of a corpse, and a
deaf and dumb son, seated around the fire, near which
and beside a nest of straw which served for a bed,
was an old barrel emittiag a noisome and overwhelm-
ing stench, and in this barrel wus the greater part of
an ass, half salted and half rotten.

Tae Porvrarion oF TuE Wesr.—The population
of the United States is very nearly equalized on the
Atlantic border and the eentral basin, or what is usu-
ally called the West. Mr. Darley, the geographer,
in an interesting paper to the Union, estimates, on

| tion in case of need, certain pieces of artillery be-

they did so, but first took care to spike them well,
| thus rendering them useless.

events, here are three States essentially severed from | certain data, twenty-one millions as the existing
Mexico for the time being, or so occupied with their | aggregate of the population of the United States, nﬂl
own troubles that they can afford her no assistauce in | the present time, or year. The entire population by
the war with the U. States, viz. Yucatan, Tabasco | the censuses respectively of 1790 and 1840, the ratio
and Chispas.  All these lie together, and constitute, | for 50 years, comes out 4.342—or the population dou-
or did constitute, the South-Eastern wing of the Mex- | ples in a little less than twenty-five years. The
ican Republic.—Jour. of Com. | western population, he shows, has augm'ented seven

r . fold in the thirty years, 1810, 1840, inclusive. If

Ciry oF Tae Axceis—~The last accounts from Cal- | the increase of the first forty years of the century
ifornia through the Mexican papers, imply that the | was continued during the last five years, the western
above town, which is near the southern extremity of population now amounts o eleven and a half millions.
Upper California, about thirty miles from the sea, is| Improved means of transportation, relative prices of
again in possession of the Americans. An insurrec- | Jand, and other circumstances, mus? combine to rather
tion of the citizens, headed by a Capt. Flores, led to|accelerate than retard this course of things; and if
the capitulation of the small American force there, |50, western will double in about two-thirds the time
who, on retiring to the coast, met a body of 300|of that of the general population of the Union.

| Americans from a ship of war. These last immedi-| With but partial exceptions, the western population
| ately advanced upon the town, and agein tovk posses-
{ 8slon of it

stands on aboat one million of square miles, or about

The Mexican accounts say that those | twelve to the square mile.

who capitulated, required, as one of the conditions,
that they might take with them for their own protec- |

Tums Couvntry.—The London Quarterly for Octo-
ber, 1846, contains a review of “The Emigrant, by
Sir F. B. Head,"—who was for two years Governor
of Canada. It must be an interesting and amusing
work. He says, that in this country, Nature bas not
The only life lost in | only ontlined her works on a larger scale, but has
the whole affair or scries of affairs, was that of a | painted the whole picture with brighter and more cost-
Mexican. : ly colors than she used in delineating and beautifying

The recapture of Los Angeles is of some impor- | the old world. *‘The heavens of America appear in-
tance in reference v the expedition of Gen. Kearney, | finitely higher—the sky is bluer—the clouds are whi-
who, with 100 men, left New Mexico for California ter—the air ir fresher—the cold is intenser—the moon

longing to the town, which, on arriving at the sea
shore, they were (o restore to the Angelites. That

| soon after the capture of Santa Fe, intending, we | looks larger—the stars are brighter—the thunder is

believe, to strike for Los Angeles, which an express louder—the lightoing is vivider—the wind is stronger
from tha{ quarter bad informed him was in possession | —the rain is heavier—the mountains are bigher—the
of the Americans. ' rivers larger—the furests bigger—the plains broader ;
. — ! in short, the gigantic and beautiful features of the
Gen. Salas, in his address to the Mexican Congress, new world seem to correspond very wonderfully with
makes the following philosophical remarks :— the increased locomotive powers and other brilliant
“This struggle is not one of those wars which pride dmco?ene;:: which have recently been developed in
is every day giving rise to. It is simply a phenome- mankind.
non attending a fact still more important and trans-

A Hixt 1o PosTMasTERS.—A Postmaster in the in-

|8® 0o nation can long endure for the sake of so wretch-

ed s colony. He has now sent a summons to the
tribes of the south to be ready to renew the war
against the invaders; and all but those who are with-
in imediate reach of the French answer with fervor
[to the call. One cannot but look forward wistfully to
| see the issue—1to divine the lot and the death of such &
man—to watch whether his power of hope can sustain
itself against such odds—whether he dies on the field,
or in a cave of the rocks—as & warrioror a prisoner,
or as one of Nature's princes in one of Nature's pala-
ces. The only thing we know of the man himself,
his soul, will never be conquered.”

Hoar Frost.—The delicate and elegant frost work;
resembling trees and landscapes, which is now fnuné
| formed on the inside of' window panes, is caused by
I!he congealation of the vapor of water contained

in the air of the apartment. The same beautiful ap-
pearance is displayed on the glass of a close carringe
from the congclation of the moisture exhaled by the
lungs of its occupants. The appearance of a hoar
frost upon a window-pane may be artificially imitated
by dissolving half an ounce of Epsom sal, that is
sulphate of magnesia, in a wine-glass full of hot
water, and then spreading this solution with a spouge
evenly over the surface of the pane of glass; as it
cools, #o it will chrystalise in very beautiful arbores-
cent or tree-like forws. :

How To0 se Ricn.—Nothing is more easy than to
grow rich. Itis only to trust nobody, to befriend
none, to get every thing we can, and save all we get;
to stint ourselves and every body belonging to us; to
be the friend of no man ; and to have no man for our
friend ; to heap up interest, cent upon cent ; to remain
miserable and despised for some twenty or thirty years
land riches will come as sure as disease and .dlsnp-’

pointment. And Death will come more sure than ei-
ther, to ‘take his gold, and throw it us an apple of
discord, into the hands of thankless he.rs !

The reporters on the New York press have threat-
ened to report the proceedings of the Common Coun-
cil precisely as they occur, in revenge for being
snubbed out of the tea room.

Steam Tyre-Serrine Macumize.—The New York
San publishes a long paragraph set up in type by a
recently invented steam type-setting machine. The
machine was invented by Cay & Rosenburgh, of New
York, and by the aid of two men and three boys, it is
stated, can put up as much printed matter as ten com-
positors can do by the present system. This isa new
rat-trap.

(F7-A great meeting was recently held by the
Women of the city and county of Philadelphia, for
the purpose of taking measures to petition the Legis-
lature of Pa. to abolish the punishment of death.

Srare Desr B, Caxar Laxos, &c.—It is pro-
vided, by one of the sections of the State Debt Bill,
that ali the Canal Lands, sold or unsold, where any
part of the purchase money is now unpaid, msy be
re-appraised at its present cash valoe, without regard
to the improvements. The present owners of the
lands that have been sold may obtain a title on paving
the re-appraisement, and the unsold lands may be sold
at the re-appraisement. This provision will relieve
many of the purchasers, in the late selections, of a
large portion of the payments yet due. The holders
of such lands had better await a re-appraisement.—
As, under a re-appraisement, a smaller guantity of
““Dog™ will be required to pay out the lands, the ef-
fect will be a depreciation in the value of the * Dog.”
— Loganspart Pharos.

BY AUTHORITY.

An Act for th: suppression of Obscene Books, &».

Sec 1. . it enacted by the General Assembly of the
State of Indiana, That every person who shall print, publish,
veud, distiibute, exhibil o1 circulate or in sny wise cause o
be printed, published, sold, distributed, exhibited or circula-
ted, any obscene book, pamphlets, print or picture, shall upon
couviclion thereof, on indictment, be fined in any sum not
exceediog five hundred, nor less than fifty dollars, and be
impiisoned in the county jail, any length of time 3t the dis-
cretion of the jury trying the same.

_8Ec. 2. That all persons engaged in vending, distributing,
circulating, or exhibitiog, or in any way preparing, sueh ob-
scene bock, pamphlet, priot, or picture, shall be deemed
principal and punished as such, in the same manneras is pro-
vided in section one.

Sec. 3. That upon complaint made, by affidavit, before
any justice of the peace, alleging that an obscene book,
pamphlet, print, or pictute, (desesibing the same,) is in pr-
gress of being printed, publisbed, vended, or distlibuted, or
has been prinied and not yet published, sold, or distiibuted,
and the person, or persons, believed 1o be in such’
work, it shall be the duty of said justice 10 issue his atiachs
ment 12 any constable of the township, or sheriff of the
county (who are bereby required 1o serve such writ ) makiog
the State of Indiana the plaintiff, commanding said officer, 1o
attach all the copies, or volumes, of such obscene book, pam-

President’s own political and military character, an
the proper connecting link between him and the army.
As President, he was both the civil head of the gov-
ernment and the military head of the army. He was
commander-in-chief of the army and navy, and of the
militia or volunteers in service. They were all then
in servire, and in a foreign country. He could not
go to Mexico to command in person; paramount du-
tiesr equired him to remain bhere. He could not send
orders from the closet in thuscity. That was a folly
of which there had been no example since the time
that the Prinee Eugene (of Savoy) was accustomed to
return unopened, at the end of olIno campaigns, all the
orders which the Aulic Council was accustomed to
scod him from Vienna. The President was bound to
command : he could not go to Mexico 1o command in
person ; ard he could not command from Washington.
The solution of the difficulty, which reconciled all
contradictions and permitted the exercise of ail duties,
civil and military, was the appointment of a military
deputy—a legatus—a locum tenens—a lieutenant to
take the of the constitutionsl commander-in-
chief in the field ; to give orders in his name, and to
take the responsibility of plans and movements, while
at the heads of divisions or columns,
would only have the responsibility of execution. This,
for reasons too well known to require uhlrulinthil:
i b
to the generals of Lighest rank in our army 1a Mexi-
co; it would securc their rear at home, and leave
them free to contend with the in front. It
imi vocation of

d|

will include six or seven Siates or provioces, thus holdiog

did not overlook his chapter on the military defences
of the country, and especially his imposing develop-
ment of the great elements of defence with which
Nature had endowed her; the dangers of the coast
when the north wind was blowing—the black vomit
when it was not—and the deep defiles of volcanic
mountains. The plan may have been faulty, but it
was not conceived without some knowledge of the
subject ; and it promised a result-—peace to the coun-
try if it succeeded! and to the soldier that died, a
death worthy of the soldier—the battle-storm his em-

the Cordilleras his monument and his grave.

A Feat sy g Mexicans.—The Mobile Tribune

ton, on the 20th ult., of which the fullowing is an
extract :

“The Mexicans have at last performed one feat to
challenge surprise and praise. They have cut out
and burnt our prize schooner ** Confederatione,”
ashore on Green Island. On the night of the 18th a

onbouitomin.thcyﬁmdhumdlu-

ca back to Vera Cruz without loss.

brace, the field of honor his bed, the lofty summit of | "%

has a letter dated on board the steam-frigate Prince- | large

party approached the schoomer in boats, and, as there

Tampico, Victoria, Monterey, Saltillo, Mooclova, Chibuahua,
(which I presume General Wool has possession of by this
time,) Santa Fe and the Californias,—and say to Mexico,
“Drive us from the country !"—throwing on her the respon-
sibility and expeuse (of cariying on an offensive war,—at
the same time closely blockading all her ports on the Pacific
and the Gulf. A course of this kiud, if persevered in fora
short time, would soon bring ber 1o her proper sewses, and
compel ber to sue for peace,—~provided there is a government
in the country sufficiently stable for us to treat with, which,
I fear, will hardly be the case for many years te come., With-
out large reinforcements of volunteers from the United States
~—say ien or fifteen thousand, (those previously sent out hav-
already been great'y reduced by sickness and other casu-
alties,) 1 do not believe 2 would be sdvisable 1o march be-
yond Saltillo, which is more than 200 miles beyond our de-
pots on the Rio Grande,—a very long line on which to keep
up su (over a laud route, in a country like this,) for a
force, and certain 10 be atiended with an expense which
will be frightful to contemplate, when closely Jooked into.
From Saltillo to San Louis Potosi, the next place of impor-
tance on ihe road to the city of Mexico, is three hun
miles—one hundred and forty badly watered, where no*sup-
plies of any kind could be for men or horses. 1
have informed the War Department that 20,000 efficient men
would be necessary lo insure success if we move on that
place—{a cily containing a population of 60,000, where Lhe

cendent, whose causes exist in the very nature of
things, and whose consequences it is difficult to cal-
culate in their whole extent. The northern race is
developing itself on our continent with a celerity and
force, of which, until now, there has been no e:nmplei
in any age; and in its progress it threatens to spread |
over our whole territory, extinguishing in it our race, |
and establishing the predominance of 1ts own. This
invasion takes place as well under the auspices of
peace as in time of war; and therefore, in order
permanently to secure our race, we need institutions
which will give it solid increase and prosperity. This
truth, which the man of foresight easily discovered |
long siuce, has now been rendered trite by danger, |
and you, gentlemen deputies, are about to solve the
problem in giving the institutions to the people.”

Axorner Vicrory.—We find the following in the
Pittsburgh Journal :

Durin&:ho stay of the soldiers here, one of those
sons of Mars fell desperately in love with the daugh-|
ter of one of our citizens. His courtship was brief,
and he lost no time in leading the willing bride to the |
altar—erected in Squire Steel's office. The Squire
made them man and wife, or at least took note that
they so declared themselver, and the happy pair left
his office. Yesterday, however, the mother of the
bride thought proper to bring an action against the
Squire for marrying ber daughter, whom she declares
to have been a minor. By a recent decision of the
Courts, we believe, it is only necessary for a manand
a woman to acknowledge themselves husband and
wife before witnesses, to make them so in the eye of
the law. We do not perceive, any how, how an Al-
derman could be expected to know the ages of people
who come to him to de married. Would you have
bim ask a her age? We understand thet both

The revenue received at New York under the new

ariff, is §0,000 per week greater than it was for the

-
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phlet, print, or picture, and the cuts, or plates, or engraviogs,
and the same safely 1o keep, and also to 1ske the mun:‘nr'
persons, alleged 1o be engaged in printing or pub ., or

terior of Pennsylvania, recently had judgment given
| against him for the price of a subscription of several
| years, to a distaut newspaper, on the plea that he had

| emocrats, 27

not given sufficient legal notice to the publisher to
stop it, and had continued to receive the numbers for
several years, and sell them for the postage !
magistrate decided that merely returning a copy of
““John Smith’s ™ paper, with ** stop this™ written on
it, without postmark, or other indscation of locality,
was not sufficient or legal notice, bul a wrilten no-
tice, with name, place, and reason, must be sent to the
publisher, and * franked," that it may be taken ocut
by him.

Tue Axti-serric Power or Ice is illustrated in
the fullowing remarkable patural example: In the
year 1803, at Yakoust, on the bauks of the river Le-
na, in Siberia, the body of a mammoth slowly appear-
ed from a mountain of ice, in which it had been en-
tombed and preserved from decay, according to all
probability, from the time of the deluge. The animal
was sixteen feet in length, nine feet in height, and
the flesh was in such excellent preservation, that not
only did the bears and wolves devour it with
ness, but the inhabitants of the district actually cat
it up as food for their dogs.

Ball H the artist, has cast successfull
statue in bronze of Dr. Bowditch, at the of
Messrs. Goodwin & Garrett, in Boston. Hughes has
the dietinetion of having completed not ounly the first
bronze, but the first marble statute ever made in
America, (that of Gen. Hamilton.) His merit in the
hm:ehuwnﬁmu as that of his marble work.
It has been said that be deserves much credit in open-
ing the field of work in bronze, the only material
suitable to our variable climate.
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vending, or distiibuting, or cirewlating, or exhibitin same
and them to bring beffu said jm‘ie:gwilh:ut dtlt;.ua ’

Sec. 4 That upen 2 return of the constable or sheyiff
that he has attached such book, pamphiet, print, or pictuge,
or cut, or plale, or engraving, it shall be the duty of samd jus-
tice, unless the peison made defendant shall claim s jury, o
proceed 1o Iry and determine, the character of such boek
pamphlet, print, picture, cut, plate, or engmaving ; but if .'
Juiy is demanded by such defendant a venire shall issuve, angd
the jury shall determine the character of the book, pamphlet,
print, picture, cul, plate, or engraving, and if the same is dg
cided to be obscene, the Justice shall adjudge the same to
burned and destroyed, and he shall direct the enid constable,
or sheriffl 1o burn and destroy the same, and from said in
ment an appeal may lie to the Circuit Couit to either of m
parties, and said cause shall there proceed and be tried and
disposed of as is provided above before the justice.

tice shall also proceed to examine the

8ec. 5. The jus
those made defendants, il they shal)

charge made aga
have been taken, and discharge or ize the same 10 abw
lcged crimes, accorde

swer 10 the Cirenit Court, as in other
ings::ll‘?levid_amh l.h:::u.
) - 6. This act 10 foree from and after its publi
tion in the Indiana State Sentinel and Indiana State mﬂm:
ROBERT N. CARNAN,
Speaker of the House of tatives.
e L
ident of ”
Approved ry 261h, 1847: P
JAMES WHITCOMBR.
— - e ———— ———————
: STEAM H.AB_BI.E WORKS.,
Mﬂ; Road, above Spring Garden Street, Phila,
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